VQEG Meeting
Ottawa, September 10, 2007

Monday (Thanks to Margaret Pinson of NTIA/ITS for taking notes.)
8:30 am, introductions
Summary of project status

ILG – Invoice matrix for MM fees sent to proponents. Proponents & ILG working on transmitting payment; all sent out and being worked upon, with very few paid. Have not heard whether FUB/Vittorio (NTT, Genista) and FT (Opticom, Swissqual) have sent invoices. CRC, Verizon, Acreo, IRCCyN have sent invoices and are in the process of finalizing payment. 

Progress made on MM common sequences. Completed and ready for distribution. 
Request for ILG sent regarding RRNR-TV test, with only a few labs having resources available to support RRNR-TV (Verizon & CRC). We will have to see if sufficient resources exist to proceed.  
Designs for ILG & Proponent MM tests should be discussed later. 
RRNR-TV – Changes made to RRNR-TV test plan:  SSCQE to ACR-HRR, ILG do minimum of work, current deadline February 6, 2008 (depending upon ILG availability), new test plan posted (version 2.0) posted on VQEG web site.  Proponents currently: NTIA, NEC, & Yonsei (BT unknown as not present). 

MM – There was an audio call between the previous & current meeting.  Scene pools were finalized.  Also, there was a vote for change to test plan regarding amount of PVS that one single proponent could generate for their own test (changed from 50% to 100%). Lots of activity has occurred since then generating PVSs for ILG and proponent tests.  One purpose of this meeting is to redistribute MM PVSs. There has been discussion on reflector concerning data analysis & screening (or not) of subjects. The player for MM test has been updated & put on FTP site for testing & should comply with the test plan. 
HDTV – Will discus proposal of having proponents submit subjectively rated video test along with model, as a way to move forward despite lack of ILG support. Interest has been expressed in moving HDTV forward before MM completes. Potentially interested proponents: NTIA, NEC, Yonsei, NTT, KDDI, Opticom, Nortel. 
Tools & Subjective Labs – NTIA has provided tool for checking calibration of PVSs for MM test, which was the fundamental issue in the past. Opticom has proved two tools (a model fitting tool and a temporal delay tool), but both are only for the ILG. One need that we have concerns discarding viewers whose performance differs from other viewers, and we need a tool that would perform such analysis. VQEG web site needs to be improved, so that the tools are identified in one place (e.g., download, web link). 
Point of SRC for Scene & HRC Collection – Must redistribute all MM data as soon as possible at this meeting, preferably on one hard drive & copy.  Expect 6 to 7 hours to copy all data from one master hard drive to another drive. Explored commercially available HD content, but this is very expensive (e.g., 30,000 Euros). SMPTE has HDTV material. NTIA can provide some HD material free for research purposes only. The question exists of what footage is appropriate and how much are we willing to pay. Some of the KDDI and Swissqual material for MM was HDTV. The problem with HD source material is that it much is compressed or upconverted. Send Chulhee Lee of Yonsei information on any HDTV source that you can make available. 
Hybrid – At the previous meeting, VQEG agreed on a tool (IPanalyzer) to produce a file that contains the necessary data.  From there (Quicktime) we need analysis to produce bit-stream, which task turns out to be very difficult. Maybe we can have our own very simple stream server, but this needs to be discussed at the Hybrid sessions. IP analyzer discussion will be a tricky subject, but from there the test plan should be quick to develop (e.g., starting with another test plan). The goal is to analyze the validity of models that take bit-stream data (e.g., network statistics) and perceptual data (e.g., final image) and produce a quality prediction. G1050 recommendation mentioned during this verbal summary as being a potentially relevant tool – set top boxes appear to have much of the data VQEG wants internally available, and other standards committees are working on making this internal data available externally.  
Calibration Verification for Standard Definition – includes spatial shift, temporal delay, gain & offset. Yonsei & NTIA are validating calibration by the end of September so we can get this approved. No subjective testing required. Chulhee has software to create impaired video clips. Thinking of using VQEG FR-TV Phase 1 material, since this was carefully calibrated by hand.  MM test data could perhaps also be used. SG-9 meets October 29, 2007 in Colorado, USA. 
MM Discussion on PVS Distribution
Acreo – not finished, will finish this week, need to be cut to 8-sec, also have problems with packet loss & calibration that need to be discussed. 

CRC/Nortel – 12 Gb, not finished but will be done soon

FT – plan to upload to FTP site, this has not already been done 

FUB – no 

Genista – have put on FTP site, Marcus may have it available 

IRCCyN – yes 

KDDI – almost finished, but will finish this week 40 Gb 
NTIA yes 51 Gb

NTT almost finished with PVS but some conditions’ calibration not good especially conditions with packet loss.  Approx 115 Gb. 

Opticom yes 19 Gb

Psytechnics yes approx 25 Gb

SwissQual – no status reported  

Yonsei yes approx 57 Gb 

Only re-distribute 8-second sequences to limit time needed to copy data. If 8-sec sequences are not available, distribute 12-sec sequences and later enough information that every organization can edit identically to 8-sec sequences. Checksum recommended for checking that everyone has the same set of files, particularly when a PVS is replaced due to calibration issues. 
Discussion ensued concerning editing (8-sec to 12-sec) either here at Ottawa meeting (discard first 2-sec), or back in labs after meeting (must re-transmit, but can be smarter about editing). 
Action Item: All organizations should submit updated test designs (e.g., with final HRCs & updated clip names).
The test plan was modified with the changes from the audio call (e.g., drop of 50% HRC creation in a proponent’s test not created by that proponent). 

Common Set Sequences were displayed and discussed. Concerns were raised that perhaps a few clips should contain extremely high levels of packet loss. A vote ensued: 

· keep Common Set as-is: Yonsei, Intel, KDDI, NTT, Opticom. 

· include severe transmission error clip(s) in common set: Ericson, Nortel, Acreo.

· most organizations abstained.

Agreement was reached to leave common set as is (i.e., not add clip with severe transmission errors).  This issue may be re-examined if clips can be made available before the meeting ends. (5 to 3 in favor of keeping the set as is).
Leigh Thorpe’s presentation on data analysis ensued. See slides (EvaluationTesting_VQEG.ppt) on VQEG meeting ftp site. Discussions ensued on data aggregation.
